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PART THREE AP U.S. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS REVIEW
THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

MAJOR PLACES WHERE LEGISLATION 15 BLOCKED |

"« Leaders can assign bills to openly hostile. committees or commiittee chairpersons.

. Charrpersons can delay the bill's consrderatron ¢ plgeonhole”)

> Subcommittee and committee members can vote no. (This is done often.)

. s Subcommittee and committee amendments can change the bill so much that the
orrgrnal sponsors withdraw their support.

* - Lobby groups can create opposrtlon and pressure to k|ll the bill.

~+ Debate rules and issues can cause changes in votes or amendments.

. Members of the Senate can filibuster or threaten to filibuster. Senators can hold
the floor as long as they can stand, thus delaying any other business. This tactic of
“filibuster” can’ force compromlses when the minority cannot stop a vote'in any other

manner.

o Individual senators can place a “hold”-on any bill and keep it from berng debated on

 the floor.

» Floor votes in erther chamber can be no..

"+ The Conference Committee can change the bil enough to change support in

chambers.

* The: presrdent can pocket veto or veto, and Congress isn't able to. overrrde that veto.

* KEY ‘»CO'-I\'/II_VIITTEES OF C;ON‘GRESS

~ House Committees:

_ Appropriations

Budget
Rules * - -
Ways and Means -

' Dutles
Project money (pork) and other expendrtures are controlled here.

These are called “earmarks.’
Oversight of government spending is watched and controlled
Debate rules, bill sequence, ‘and rules of amendments are sét.

_TaXation tules, tariff issues, benefits, and Social Security are set.

Senate Committees:

Appropriations -
Budget
Finance )
| Foreign Relations
Judiciary -

"Duties: ,
 Federal discretionary spendrng programs are set.
AOversrght of government agencies and spending is done.

Duties are similar to those of the HR Ways and Means committee.

- Policy debates and treaty votes are main duties:

Judges and justices are debated and possrbly copfirmied.
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o WHO CREATES CONTROLS o% INFLSL_;ENCES THE AGENDA or CON-f |
| | RES

_Senate"and :'Hou's_’e" Leade_rs»' ',._BlllS are, dlrected to commlttees prrorrtles of blllS are set and' ,
R : ji,the party agendas are formulated : SR

.

o Commrttee and Subcommlttee ‘{,Brlls are prlontlzed scheduled for hearmgs and debates and
Chalrpersons e possrbly delayed or kllled through plgeonhollng R

Party Leadershlp Commlttees Overall pnonttes for leglslatlon are created and posrtrons of
. : , ' "commrttee membershtp are determlned o
»Lobbyist's‘ R Thelr access to information, staff members and campargn
S L ‘,'money helps mfluence blllS and their content. ,
., PACs‘and'lnte_rest'fGroupsi © " PAGs and rnterest groups control votes through member
B N '_pressure and- campalgn fund access campalgn support or
e hostilrty are set R B

" Congressional StaﬁMembers ~The level of. mterest expertrse ‘and access, of congresstonal
‘ SR SR staff members to detarled rnformatlon about b|lls can gurde

Party l\/lembers‘ Party Leaders .
and Na naI Party Commtttees " e s applred for loyal votes and frrm representatron of

the overall,party goals

‘Th‘eEP'resldent?’and_St’afff'-' " it l\/ledla-access public: support leadershrp, a\nd gurdance of -
R L R R natlonal prlorrtres affect Congresssleamngs and its work.

Independent Agencres and :
Executlve Agencres

e Vast bureaucracres control the way lssues are monltored the
- way rules are admrnrstered and the way laws are enforced
These reate more ldeas and agenda items for Congress

OPINIONS OF CONC RESS

Throughout recent hrstory, citizen, of‘the country have had a splrt opmron about the members of

Congressl As branch'y the vast majorrty of citizens hold negatrve opinions about the leaders and s

~‘about therr effectrveness We d lnt trustv"Congress, we see the rnembers as listening only to: Wealthyﬂ -
: 1nsrders and cating: only for 'personal power We believe that they are drsconnected from the needs :

oftheaveragecrtrzen o A L

Yet, when polled about the work of our local representatrves, our oprnrons turn posrtrve We react
favorably to pork pro;ects that create: local Jobs, we enjoy contact with our representatrves through
varrous forms of commumcatron, ‘and we trust their leadershrp As partisan splrts widen'in the
early 215t century, we also see local leaders as 1mportant representatives of the majority beliefs
of our drstrrct, often extremely drfferent from the goals of members of Congress of the opposrte :

party




