ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT

Mr. Brzezinski

Full Year Course

Course objectives

This course is intended for qualified students who wish to complete studies in a secondary school equivalent to a one-semester college introductory course in United States Government and Politics.  The aim of the course is to provide each student with a learning experience similar to that obtained in most college introductory courses.

A.P. Government includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.  Students will become acquainted with a variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes as they relate to one’s understanding of American government.

The A.P. Examination

The A.P. exam will be given on Thursday May 10th, 2018.  Information on the exam will be discussed throughout the course.  
Class Website  

www.ikesocialstudies.weebly.com
Textbook

The textbook is Wilson, James Q. American Government: Institutions and Policies 12th Edition.  Supplement information issued throughout the course.

Test Prep Booklet 
Barron’s AP U.S. Government and Politics, 9th Edition: Paperback; Author – Curt Lader, M.A.

Notebooks* 

An organizational tool is required.  It should be used for lecture notes as well as keeping assignments organized.  

Eight major units of study are:

Unit I: The American System

a. The Study of American Government

b. The Constitution

c. Federalism

Unit II: Political Beliefs and Behaviors

d. American Political Culture

e. Public Opinion

f. Political Paticipation

Unit III: Interests and Organizations

g. Political Parties

h. Elections and Campaigns

i. Interest Groups

j. Media

Unit IV: Institutions of Government: Executive Branch and the Bureaucracy 
Unit V:  Institutions of Government: Congress (Legislative Branch)

Unit VI: Institutions of Government: The Judiciary (Judicial Branch)

Unit VII: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Unit VIII: Politics of Public Policy

k. Public Policy (Taxes etc.)

l. Economic Policy

m. Social Welfare

n. Foreign Policy
A.P. Exam Review:  Approximately 4 weeks

Grading

Grades are figured on a cumulative point basis.  Each test, quiz, homework assignment, etc. will be given a number of points according to the quality and level of completion.  Tests are not weighted any different than homework assignments.

Assignments

The A.P. Government semester will include eight sections.  For each section, students will be responsible for the following:

1) Reading the review booklet and taking notes from class lectures (we will cover some material not covered in the text.

2) Vocabulary and/or homework assignments
3) FRQ’s on tests or given as an assignment
4) Chapter and Unit Tests
5) Participation

Late assignments 
All late work will be marked down at the teacher’s discretion.  Some assignments may be given a zero if turned in late.  
Tests 
Students will be given one class period to finish the test.  The tests will cover terminology, readings, and lecture material.

Quizzes

Occasional quizzes will be given throughout the course 

Electronic Devices

All electronic Devices must be stored throughout the hour unless the teacher instructs students to use their hand held devices for instructional purposes.  Electronic devices serve a pupose until they become a distraction.  Avoid all distractions in order to have a chance at success.
Cheating 

Plagiarism or dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated.  This includes turning in information from the internet as your own work.  Consequences of plagiarism include a score of “0” on the assignment, involvement of the principal and your parents, and possible failure of the course. 

Strictly Enforced Rules

1) Respect other people’s right to learn

2) Bring all needed materials to class and be on time
3) Laugh with anyone, but at no one (you are not perfect either!)

4) Participate in daily activities

5) Stay seated until the bell rings

6) Learn something every day  
